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Abstract: In the era of globalization, second language acquisition (SLA) research has emerged as a vital component within 
both linguistic and educational studies. Discourse analysis, as a pivotal tool for comprehending language use and communication, 
has gained increasing scholarly attention in its interdisciplinary research with SLA. The Routledge Handbook of Second 
Language Acquisition and Discourse, edited by Brian Paltridge and Matthew T. Prior, compiles cutting-edge research findings 
from leading scholars worldwide in this domain. It systematically explores the essential role of discourse in the SLA process, 
offering not only novel research perspectives and methodologies for SLA researchers but also invaluable references and guidance 
for educators, language learners, and policymakers. This review commences with an examination of the background, followed 
by an in-depth evaluation of the handbook’s structural organization, theoretical contributions, research methodologies, practical 
applications, and future prospects, aiming to shed lights on its academic significance and practical implications within the field. 
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1. Research Background and 
Significance 

Against the backdrop of escalating globalization, 
intercultural communication has evolved into a common 
aspect of daily interaction and professional endeavors (Sun & 
Shi, 2024). Mastering one or more foreign languages has thus 
become a pivotal element in enhancing individuals’ 
competitive advantage (Lazareva, 2022). Consequently, 
research on SLA has acquired unprecedented attention, with 
its objectives extending beyond the mere enhancement of 
learners’ linguistic proficiency to the cultivation of their 
intercultural communicative competence (Eren, 2024).  

Within this context, discourse analysis, serving as a tool for 
unraveling how language is employed and comprehended 
within specific socio-cultural contexts (Gupta, 2020), has 
been incorporated into the field of SLA research. This 
integration offers fresh perspectives for elucidating the socio-
cultural determinants underpinning the language learning 
process. It is precisely in response to the demands of this era 
that the handbook emerges. By systematically synthesizing 
the applications of discourse analysis within the SLA domain, 
it endeavors to furnish novel theoretical basis and practical 
guidelines for this research area. 

2. Structure and Content Overview 
The book is characterized by a well-structured content 

layout, organized into three major sections and further 
subdivided into 27 chapters, offering readers a 
multidimensional and interdisciplinary research perspective. 

2.1. Part I: Methodologies, Perspectives and 
Approaches 

The handbook commences with an in-depth exploration of 
the application of diverse methodologies and perspectives in 
discourse analysis of SLA. Conversation Analysis (Chapter 2) 

meticulously dissects the interactive mechanisms within 
conversations, uncovering how second language learners 
acquire language through natural dialogic interactions. 
Multimodal Discourse Analysis (Chapter 3) expands the 
research horizon by integrating visual, auditory, and other 
modalities into the analytical framework, thereby illustrating 
the language use strategies employed by second language 
learners in diverse contextual settings. The chapter on 
Narrative Inquiry (Chapter 4) delves into the affective, 
motivational, and cognitive dimensions of the SLA process 
through the analysis of learners’ personal narratives. Chapters 
on Systemic Functional Linguistics (Chapter 5) and Genre 
Analysis (Chapter 6) provide robust analytical tools for 
understanding learners’ language use from the perspectives of 
linguistic functions and genre conventions, respectively. 
Furthermore, chapters ranging from Grammatical 
Complexity (Chapter 7) to Critical Perspectives on Discourse 
(Chapter 16) each contribute to a deeper comprehension of 
the application of discourse analysis in SLA from various 
angles. 

2.2. Part II: Discourse Genres 
This section centers on the roles played by various 

discourse genres in SLA. Spoken Discourse (Chapter 17) 
employs empirical research methodologies to examine the 
impact of oral interactions on the fluency and accuracy of 
language production among second language learners. 
Written Discourse (Chapter 18) investigates the distinct 
functions of academic writing and everyday writing in SLA, 
unveiling the unique contributions of written expression to the 
development of learners’ linguistic proficiency. Disciplinary 
Discourses (Chapter 19) further refines the analytical lens by 
conducting in-depth examinations of the discourse 
characteristics inherent in different academic fields, thereby 
offering guidance for second language learners in adapting 
their language use to diverse academic contexts. Moreover, 
chapters focusing on Metadiscourse (Chapter 20), Classroom 
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Discourse (Chapter 21), and Multilingual Discourse (Chapter 
22), among others, each approach discourse analysis in SLA 
from the vantage point of their respective unique discourse 
genres, thereby enriching our understanding of the application 
of discourse analysis within the SLA domain. 

2.3. Part III: Areas of Use 
The third part shifts its focus towards the specific 

application domains of discourse analysis within the realm of 
SLA. Technology-Mediated Discourse (Chapter 23) keeps 
pace with the contemporary era by exploring the implications 
of new technology-mediated communication forms, such as 
online interactions and video conferencing, on SLA. It offers 
innovative insights for language pedagogy in the digital age. 
Intercultural Pragmatics (Chapter 24) concentrates on 
language use and pragmatic norms across diverse cultural 
backgrounds, aiming to enhance the cross-cultural 
communicative competence of second language learners. 
Identity and Discourse (Chapter 25) delves into the influence 
of learners’ identity construction on their language use and 
acquisition, underscoring the significance of personal identity 
formation in the language learning process. Additionally, 
chapters on Gender, Sexuality, Discourse, and Second 
Language Acquisition Research, along with Discourse, 
Competence, and Second Language Acquisition Research 
(Chapters 26-27), each embarks on their respective applied 
domains, providing fresh perspectives and intellectual spaces 
for reflection within SLA research. 

In summary, The Routledge Handbook of Second Language 
Acquisition and Discourse rigorously organizes its content in 
a systematic and comprehensive manner. It not only furnishes 
researchers in the fields of SLA and discourse analysis with a 
wealth of research resources and theoretical guidance but also, 
through the application of concrete case studies and research 
methodologies, shows the pivotal role and promising 
prospects of discourse analysis within SLA research. 

3. Book Evaluation and Research 
Contributions 

3.1. Theoretical Integration and Innovation 
The most significant theoretical contribution of this book 

lies in its achievement of a profound theoretical integration 
between SLA theories and discourse analysis frameworks. By 
incorporating pioneering theoretical perspectives such as 
Complex Dynamic Systems Theory (CDST) and the socio-
cognitive approach, this volume advances novel analytical 
frameworks and interpretive pathways for SLA research. This 
theoretical synthesis not only enriches the theoretical 
foundations of SLA studies but also introduces innovative 
methodologies and practical solutions for addressing real-
world pedagogical challenges. 

For instance, through Multimodal Discourse Analysis 
(MDA), researchers are enabled to comprehensively elucidate 
how learners coordinate visual, auditory, and other 
multimodal resources in language use. This insight facilitates 
the optimization of pedagogical strategies by accounting for 
the synergistic interplay of modalities in learners’ 
communicative practices. By bridging macro-theoretical 
constructs with micro-analytical techniques, the book 
exemplifies a paradigm shift toward a more holistic, context-
sensitive, and empirically grounded understanding of SLA 
dynamics. 

3.2. Methodological Diversity  
This handbook demonstrates exceptional methodological 

diversity and strictness in research design. It spans 
methodological approaches — ranging from quantitative 
triangulation (e.g., corpus-driven discourse analysis, 
psycholinguistic experiments) to qualitative hermeneutics 
(e.g., conversation analysis, ethnographic discourse 
ethnography) — and traverses experimental settings to 
ecologically valid contexts (e.g., classroom interactions, 
virtual exchange platforms). This methodological synthesis 
provides readers with a comprehensive methodological 
toolkit for SLA discourse research. 

Notably, the empirical chapters exemplify theoretical-
empirical cooperation through multi-case analysis that 
operationalize discourse analytic frameworks in SLA. For 
instance, interactional sociolinguistic techniques are 
employed to study the discursive construction of authority in 
teacher-student exchanges, revealing how power differentials 
manifest through turn-taking patterns and hedging devices. 
These empirical investigations not only corroborate the 
explanatory power of theoretical constructs (e.g., Bakhtin’s 
heteroglossia, Vygotsky’s ZPD) but also yield pedagogically 
actionable insights. A case in point is the sequential analysis 
of classroom discourse, which quantifies the relationship 
between repair mechanisms and L2 proficiency gains, thereby 
furnishing evidence-based rationales for optimizing dialogic 
instruction. 

3.3. Practical Applications and Pedagogical 
Implications 

Beyond its theoretical depth and methodological 
sophistication, the handbook holds significant transformative 
potential for L2 pedagogy. It advances discourse-informed 
pedagogical interventions that align with 21st-century 
competencies, particularly in intercultural communicative 
competence (ICC) and academic literacy development. For 
instance, the genre-based pedagogy outlined in Chapter 8 
equips learners with metacognitive strategies for analyzing 
academic discourse conventions (e.g., hedging, boosting, and 
metadiscourse markers), thereby fostering rhetorical 
awareness in academic writing. Simultaneously, simulated 
cross-cultural pragmatics tasks — such as role-playing 
negotiations with cultural script adaptations—enable learners 
to negotiate pragma-linguistic and socio-pragmatic norms in 
L2 communication. These pedagogical innovations transcend 
traditional communicative language teaching (CLT) by 
integrating critical discourse awareness and multimodal 
literacy skills. 

Moreover, the emphasis on task-based language teaching 
(TBLT) grounded in authentic discourse data addresses a 
critical gap in current SLA pedagogy. By leveraging 
multimodal corpora of L2 user interactions, educators can 
design scaffolded discourse tasks that replicate real-world 
communicative demands (e.g., academic conferences, 
workplace meetings). This data-driven pedagogy not only 
enhances learners’ strategic competence but also cultivates 
transcultural agency—a critical skill in our globalized era. 

4. Future Directions and Prospects 
While summarizing the current research findings, this 

handbook also offers prospects for future research directions. 
With the continuous advancement of digital technology and 



 

105 

the accelerated pace of globalization, the interdisciplinary 
field of SLA and discourse analysis is poised to encounter a 
greater array of opportunities and challenges. The future 
research avenues proposed in this book encompass the 
following: further exploring the application of MDA in the 
context of SLA; enhancing the role of discourse analysis in 
research on cross-cultural communication and identity 
construction; and leveraging big data and artificial 
intelligence (AI) technologies to drive innovation in SLA 
research. These research directions are not only forward-
looking but also provide crucial references and insights for 
future scholarly endeavors to explore and research.  

5. Conclusion 
The Routledge Handbook of Second Language Acquisition 

and Discourse stands as a seminal scholarly work that marks 
a pivotal milestone in the field. By comprehensively 
synthesizing the latest empirical discoveries and theoretical 
advancements at the intersection of second SLA and discourse 
analysis, this handbook transcends mere literature review to 
offer a rigorous intellectual synthesis. Its distinctive 
contribution lies in its integration of methodologically robust 
empirical case studies — each systematically selected to 
demonstrate the operationalization and efficacy of discourse-
analytic frameworks in SLA research. Through systematic 
qualitative, quantitative, and mixed-methods approaches, 
these case studies reveal how discourse-analytic tools 
illuminate micro-level interactional processes (e.g., 
negotiation of meaning, repair sequences) and macro-level 
sociocultural influences (e.g., identity construction, 
institutional power dynamics) shaping L2 development. 
Therefore, it not only comprehensively reviews the latest 
research achievements and theoretical progress in the 
intersection of SLA and discourse analysis, but also 
demonstrates the specific application and effectiveness of 
discourse analysis in SLA research through rich empirical 
research cases. 

This handbook has high reference value and enlightening 
significance for SLA researchers, educators, and language 
learners in related fields. For SLA researchers, the handbook 

serves as both a conceptual compass—charting uncharted 
theoretical territories such as MDA, critical discourse studies, 
and corpus-driven approaches, providing blueprints for 
replicable research designs that integrate discourse analysis 
with neurocognitive, sociolinguistic, or pedagogical 
paradigms. Educators will find its pedagogical implications 
transformative, as the volume demonstrates how discourse-
informed practices (e.g., task-based interaction, dialogic 
feedback, genre-based pedagogy) can enhance classroom 
interaction, scaffold metalinguistic awareness, and foster 
inclusive multilingual ecologies. Language Learners will 
benefit from the handbook’s reflexive orientation, which 
models how discourse-analytic literacy empowers them to 
understand institutional discourses, negotiate hybrid 
identities, and develop critical language awareness in 
globalized communication contexts. 
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